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World Youth Citizens is an international network of young people who are individually and 
corporately realising projects for sustainable development, international understanding and 
the UN Millennium Development Goals. Founded during the 2nd World Congress of Youth 
2003 in Morocco, it presently comprises young citizens of the world in five continents. 
 
All members are active in different organisations and projects. As most of us are students, the 
way of engagement varies and changes throughout the years. Yet, we have a lot to tell! 
 
We believe that it is our responsibility to play an active role as citizens, and we are committed 
to make a difference within our community and in the world. 
 
We network, create partnerships, and share personal experiences, skills and knowledge. 
 
Through projects, events, meetings and workshops we inform, motivate, inspire and empower 
ourselves and others to be part of the network and the change. 
 
 
 
 
 
World Youth Citizens has the honour of presenting you the second edition of its magazine and 

the first for the year 2008. 
 

This magazine allows all its members to share their reflections and  to talk about  their 
different experiences through stories, projects and lived experiences.  

 
 
 

We hope you enjoy reading it ! 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to also visit our website :  
www.World-Youth-Citizens.org 

 to access to diverse information, our discussion forum and our blog. 
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The Youth for Youth project supported 
by the World Youth Citizens based in 
Germany has been helping young people 
go to school and meet their basic 
necessities, thanks to the support of five 
hundred euros by members of Youth for 
Youth Germany headed by Miss. Hannah 
May and Katharina Kiatipi also from 
Karlsruhe Germany. In this project we 
have been able to provide support to 65 
youths in order to help them meet their 
basic educational support. We have also 
been able to take along four youths now in 
total to participate in the annual conference 
of the World Youth Citizens called 
‘Student Days One World’. At the 
conference we organized workshops in 
order to talk about our project to young 
people from other countries and Germany 
and to see how we can get other young 
people to learn from our initiatives and get 
them to create a branch of our Youth for 
Youth Initiatives’. By doing this we hope 
to help youth in other countries build their 
own capacities. 
 
Currently the Youth for Youth project 
exists in many countries: Sierra Leone, 
Togo, Ghana, Guinea, Senegal, Australia, 
South Korea, Germany, Denmark, Poland 
Cambodia and South Africa. We look 
forward to having it operational in 
Scotland and England with the support of 
Peace Child International. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hosting interns is also one of our activities 
that enables us to build our capacities in 
order to create the required status of our  
Project. It does this giving knowledge to 
young people of Sierra Leone about other 
countries and that of young people from 
other countries about Sierra Leone. 
 
At the moment we are hosting an intern 
from Australia, Sharon Edington, from the 
University of Queensland Brisbane. 
Previously we hosted interns from the 
U.S.A and Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Alpha Amadu Jallo 
Youth Movement for Peace & Non-Violence 
 44B Malamah Thomas Street 
P.M.B. 341 
Freetown, Sierra Leone 
Email: youthpednon_violence@hotmail.com 
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The first WYC project 
 
Idea 
 
 One of the core ideas of the 2nd World 
Congress of Youth in August 2003 in 
Morocco was the organisation of so-called 
action projects. Instead of only discussing 
issues related to poverty and sustainable 
development, the Congress participants 
also wanted to make a concrete impact 
during their stay. Acting as ambassadors 
for tolerance and solidarity, they spread out 
in small groups to all of the 16 Morrocan 
regions to get a special assignment from 
their host organisation.    
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Madelaine Hamilton, Serge Ipanthiar, João 
Felipe Scarpelini, Tamoy Singh, Pascal 
Renaud and some other Congress 
participants carried out their project 
together in Casablanca.  They drafted a 
plan for the construction of a market hall to 
trade organic food. With a special market 
hall in Dar Bouazza (region of Grand 
Casablanca), the Association Marocaine 
pour la promotion de l’entreprise féminine 
(ESPOD) and some other local initiatives 
aim to offer the possibility for farmers who 
want to change to an ecologically 
sustainable way of  production to offer 
their products to the middle and upper 
class of Casablanca’s population. Morocco 
has the advantage to have soils that are not 
yet treated with pesticides or any other 
chemicals. This advantage shall be used for 
economic growth in the rural areas and to 
prevent the migration into urban areas.  
Furthermore, the change of agriculture is 
supposed to generate empowerment of 
women as they would need to act as 
important partners on organic farms.  
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Realisation 
 
As mentioned, the task of our group was to 
develop the market hall. We therefore 
drafted plans and thought about each detail 
from the arrangement of the stands to the 
air circulation. Finally, we also built a 
model out of paper, wood and cardboard. 
With this „mini-souk” we were able to use 
it as a model to fundraise throughout the 
following days. 

 
 
 
In this context, we presented our ideas and 
the model to the governor of Casablanca as 
well as of Her Majesty Princess Lalla 
Meriem Hasnae, the sister of King 
Mohamed VI.  

 

 
 
 
 
We met her on the final Congress 
exhibition on the 28th of August 2003 
where we presented our project as the sole 
example for all 110 projects. The Princess, 
who was accompanied by a huge group of 
media staff and official Moroccan and 
international representatives, listened to 
our explanations and signed on the roof of 
the mini-souk showing her support for the 
project.  
When we came back to the exhibition hall 
after the closing ceremony we desperately 
searched for our model. It had disappeared. 
But finally we heard from the ESPOD 
representative that the governor of 
Casablanca had taken it with him. In return 
he promised to finance its construction. So 
we were happy at the end. 
 
 
So far achieved results 
 
The big question is however if the market 
hall really has been built. We managed 
indeed to keep contact within our group 
through creating WYC. However we lost 
contact with the ESPOD.  
 
By Pascal  Renaud 
 

�
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Birgit and Sophie designed a description of "how to plant flowers in your bicycle basket" for the new 
peace child book project about sustainable transport. The show a step by step guide on how to do this. 
This can serve as an example that a simple inspiration or idea can turn into a concrete project and 
support a positive step towards appreciating our environment. Pleasant and enjoyable, it would be 
wonderful to see youth and adults carrying out this project. 

 

2. Find a plastic bag that is strong 
enough to prevent water from going 
through and big enough to cover the 

entire basket and put it into the basket 

          

3, 4. Cut some thin sticks and fill 1 third 
of your basket with these sticks to ensure 
air circulation. Fill the rest of the basket 

with soil 
 

               

1.Fix  your basket onto your 
bike and make sure it won’t fall 
off 

             

5. Water the basket and let 
the soil sink 

          

6. Now dig out some nice flowers or 
grass you would like to plant into your 
basket and try to take as many roots as 

possible with the flower. 
 

 

7. Plant the flowers into the basket 

 

8. Fill the gaps with more soil 

 

9. Water your basket and wait  a few 
hours until your first cycle, so that the 

flowers can recover 

 

10. Take your bicycle and show your flowers to the world! 

 

By Sophie  Laurentia 
Burger ant Birgit Manz 
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 WYC-France likes the 
idea that the 21st century 
should be the one of 
a controlled and 
sustainable development; 
to the idea that 
tomorrow's world is the 
one that shapes us today.    
This idea constitutes the 
essence of the project 
"Students for Sustainable 
Development".  This 
project consists of 
interventions in schools 
on the theme of the 
sustainable development. 
 
The taken up of the 
citizens’s consciens 
appears essential to 
develop it with the 
children. 
 

 
 

The first intervention 
that took place at the 
Saint Francis school in 
Caen,France (2006) was 
aimed at introducing 
students to the  issues of 
sustainable development 
and to encourage them to 
get involved in concrete 
activities . 

 
 
 
     The intervention day 
aimed for the students of 
CM1 and of CM2. 
Students were divided 
into small groups and 
participated in two of 
three reflection 
workshops. 
  

 
 
 The coordinators led 
three workshops on the 
themes of: our unique 
world,  daily ecology  
practice and urban 
transportation. Workshops 
included visual supports 
of panels, photos, 
drawings as well as 
commentaries. The 
students quickly   
participated actively by 
asking questions and 
giving suggestions.   
 
The day was concluded 
by a wrap up session 
during which several 
students gave their  
impressions of the 
workshops and talked 
about what they had 

learned. Each student was 
also given a diploma. 
 
The students had 
instructions, after the 
departure of the 
coordinators, to represent 
one or several ideas 
learned, to show the 
problems of the current 
development process or to 
propose solutions in the 
form of drawings.  
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RESULT: 
 

 The students impressed 
us some days after by 
presenting us with some 
drawings which was a 
testimony of the interest 
that they had in answering 
these questions.  Their 
ideas and their 
recommendations showed 
us how receptive they 
were and how ready they 
were to commit 
themselves towards new 
development methods.  
Their drawings were on 
exhibition to the public 
during the days for  
sustainable development.   
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FOLLOWED : 
 
 World Youth Citizens 
France created a book and 
a blog for these students 
in which they are proud 
to show their drawings 
about sustainable 
development to their 
friends as well as to the 
people who are near them 
and become, thus, carriers 
of the sustainable 
development in their own 
way. We stay in contact 
with them. 

 
CONTINUITY : 
 

 Seeing the success of 
this project, World Youth 
Citizens France will 
promote similar projects 
with other students in 
other schools in the city.  
World Youth Citizens 
France also thinks about 
possibility of carrying out 
different forms of this 
project for sustainable 
development and hopes to 
many youth in the team. 
We are looking for new 
members of World Youth 
Citizens France because 
many youth have moved 
on to jobs and are very 
busy now.  We are 
looking for a new 
generation to carry out 
this project! 
 
Project  by : 
T. Serge IPANTHIAR 
 
You can see drawings here:  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://elevespourledevdurable.spaces.live.com 



��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	
	��
�������� ������ �� �

Mobile Youth 
Container Bus 
Centre -Teenage 
Life Programme  
Teenage Life is a 
programme that spreads 
education and information 
to young people about 
how to deal with teen and 
youth problems. The 
project primarily focuses 
on the Millennium 
Development Goals, on 
culture as well as on the 
issues of prostitution, 
rape, drug abuse, 
drunkenness and 
robberies, which are 
believed to play a 
significant role in the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. In 
order to maximize the 
message, it includes in 
particular the use of  
media.  Leonard 
Boniface, who founded 
the Teenage Life 
programme in July 2000,  
is a journalist, an Oxfam 
International Youth 
Partnership Action 
Partner and a member of 
the World Youth Citizens 
Network. 
                                             
 
The Mobile Youth 
Container Bus Centre is a 
project that aims to raise 
awareness among youth 
by providing them 
periodically with a  
library, an internet café, a 

kiosk and an office for 
consultation and small 
meetings. All this takes 
place in a mobile bus! 
This bus will be mobile 
from one place to another, 
opening its doors to many 
youth who will finally get 
the opportunity to 
research important 
information which they 
do not currently have 
access to in rural and 
urban areas. The Mobile 
Youth Centre will be 
based out of Dar Es 
Salaam city and in the 
Shinyanga region of 
Tanzania. 

 
Leonard Boniface and Pascal R. 

Most of the young 
people in the country do 
not currently have access 
to educational material. 
Many live with 
superstitions and folklore 
regarding the contraction 
and spread of HIV/AIDS.    
 
The Millennium 
Development Goals and 
HIV/AIDS information 
continues to be unknown 
to large numbers of 
Tanzanian youths. 
Without the 

understanding and 
education regarding this 
critical concern, many 
will continue to spread the 
disease, and continue to 
die. 
 

The initiative of this 
project facilitates access 
for many more people and 
would have a great 
impact. The bus will 
provide information on 
MDGs, general 
information through 
library and internet café 
and the office will deal 
also with HIV/AIDS as 
well as other issues the 
society is facing. The 
kiosk in the bus could, 
additionally provide 
various goods which are 
in demand. 
 
The youth will be 
benefited with the Mobile 
Centre since the 
information will be 
provided to them in their 
domestic areas, and they 
can get access to the 
internet for a fraction of 
the cost it would be to 
build a stationary centre. 
The project will focus 
mainly on males and 
females ages 15 to 35.  
Areas of the greatest need 
can be identified through 
the country as the project 
evolves. Hopefully, the 
project will even attract 
some volunteers from 
other countries to come 
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and work on it. Actually, 
international exchange did 
already have an impact on 
the form of the project 
since it was presented as a 
workshop by Leonard 
Boniface at the “Student 
Days One World 2005” in 
Germany. 
 
So far, the project has 
developed by getting 
some computers and some 
other important 
equipment like printers 
and a photocopier. In 
order to reach the target 
and start services, the 
project still has to raise 
about US$22,000. We are 
therefore still looking for 
sponsors who would like 
to support the initiative. 
The project is really 
important to be 
implemented, given the 
impressions one has by 
travelling around 
Tanzania, constantly 
facing the devastating 
effects of the AIDS crisis 
and the lack of 
information and 
knowledge.  
 

 
 Project Director: 
Leobard Boniface 
LBM2015@gmail.com 

 
Project Coordinators 
Christina Mbonya 
cmbonya@hotmail.com 
Richard Magumba 
Rbm2002@yahoo.com 
teenagelifetz@hotmail.com 
 

Leonard 
Boniface on the 
Highway-helps 
communities to 
Reaching the 
MDGs by 2015 
 
The United Nations 
Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) have made 
a huge impact on me and 
the world I serve as a 
World Youth Citizen, 
Oxfam IYP Action 
Partner and as a 
journalist, artist, 
filmmaker, and researcher 
working toward them 
since they were 
introduced in 2000.  
 
 
 
 

 
Live Interview at Canadian 
Broadcasting Corpotation (CBC) in 
Canada 
 
 

I founded the Teenage 
Life Programme in 2000, 
and now that we’re 
halfway to the MDGs’ 
target date, I have reached 
millions of young people 
so far through media and 
direct contact. 
Collaboration and 
partnership shape much of 
Teenage Life's work as 
well. Working in 
partnership with Bariadi 
Agape Orphanage Centre, 
Teenage Life helps run an 
orphanage centre for 
Tanzanian children. Also, 
we are working to make 
possible a "Mobile Youth 
Container Bus Centre in 
Tanzania, a resources 
centre and many projects. 

Leonard and MDG activist Bono 
when he visited in Tanzania, May 
2006.Leonard worked with Bono and 
his team for a couple of days visiting 
grassroot communities 

 

 I have attended many 
events, both local and 
global, and have visited 
most of my native country 
meeting youth and 
conducting workshops 
related to the MDGs, 
especially on HIV/AIDS, 
the OIYP 2004 outcomes, 
and so on. Also I’ve met 
with global frontline 
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figures and celebrities 
working in areas related 
to the MDGs, like Bono, 
Alicia Keys, Mya, Nelly 
Furtado, Richard Gere, 
Justin Timberlake, Prof. 
Wangari Maathai, Dr. Bill 
Foege, Dr. Kelly Lewis, 
Stephen Lewis, Melinda 
Gates, and Georgina 
Arnold, with whom I’ve 
talked about social change 
at the international and 
grassroots levels to meet 
the MDGs. 
As an ambassador for 
young people of my 
community for many 
years, my passion for 
MDGs activism has seen 
me expand my potential 
beyond my borders and 
trot around the globe in 
what seems to be fast 
evolving into a career in 
development advocacy. I 
attended the World Youth 
Congress 2003 in 
Morocco, where as a 
writer par excellence, I 
was selected by Peace 
Child International to join 
the editorial team for the 
Congress. In that capacity 
I was part of the team that 
produced the post-
Congress publication, 
which covered MDGs 
(Target 2015). In 2005 the 
mayor of the city of 
Karlsruhe, Germany, 
invited me, through the 
World Youth Citizens and 
the Department of 
Environment there, to 
address German youth on 

the MDGs, and it was a 
great honor to talk to over 
1200 students on 
HIV/AIDS and about the 
MDGs. Also, my Bongo 
Flavors song with its 
message on the MDGs 
was a big hit when I 
performed it at the “Make 
Poverty History” event, 
which attracted millions 
of people all over the 
world. The film I co-
produced for the MTV 48 
Fest had a great impact 
with its HIV/AIDS theme 
“Legend.” Millions 
watched it all over the 
world on MTV. In 
Tanzania the TV stations 
aired my AIDS 
documentaries, and they 
were a huge success, 
reaching many youth with 
the results of the research 
I did about the pandemic 
in Tanzania and 
Botswana, where the 
situation is more horrible 
than in Tanzania. These 
countries have to do more 
to reach the MDGs’ 
target. I founded the 
Tanzanian Youth 
Network with my fellow 
OIYP Action Partner after 
the OIYP 2004, and our 
main goal is to create an 
awareness of the MDGs 
by reaching communities, 
schools, and youth out of 
school to provide 
information. 
 I realized that the 
pandemic was debilitating 
various socioeconomic 

facets of my society, so as 
a young person I decided 
to take it upon myself to 
promote sustainable 
behaviour change among 
my peers to reach the 
MDGs by 2015. 
 

 
 

 I visited many places in 
the world, like Morocco, 
France, Australia, 
Botswana, Malawi, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Ethiopia, Mozambique, 
Kenya, Uganda, 
Germany, and Canada, 
with the main aim of 
attending meetings and 
seminars or conducting 
research with the purpose 
of learning and sharing, 
which I have done 
extensively in my 
community.  
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           I was honored to 
be on a popular TV 
program called “Jenerali 
on Monday” twice within 
a year. The main topics 
we discussed were the 
MDGs and the impact on 
youth of my work on 
HIV/AIDS plus my 
travels (included Student 
Days One World 2005 in 
Karlsruhe,Germany).  
 

My work as a World 
Youth Citizen member 
has made a huge impact, 
too. I have participated in 
many press conferences 
and many TV and radio 
interviews with 
international stations like 
BBC, CBC, MTV, SBC, 
and ABC. 
 

 
 
The big problem facing 
the MDGs is a lack of 
time, commitment, and 
resources. Youth, who are 
at risk in many areas 
covered by the MDGs, 
such as goal 6 on AIDS, 
have never been treated as 
a priority. With regard to 
funding, youth activities 
related to the MDGs and 
their implementation have 
never been considered 

directly as the best way. 
Most of the things we do 
as youth we manage 
ourselves. One of the big 
difficulties in my work 
has been how to get 
funding. Many youth have 
a lot to offer if funding is 
not a barrier. I beg 
institutions, leaders, and 
decision makers to 
involve youth in planning 
for all those things that 
affect them as a priority 
and to fund them—it 
doesn’t matter whether as 
individuals or as groups. 
If they do, the MDGs will 
be reached by 2015. We 
have a long way to go, but 
the years remaining can 
be a huge success if many 
projects in areas related to 
the MDGs are designed, 
supported, and 
implemented. When I 
visited communities in 
my countrywide trips in 
2004, I was so sad to 
learn that some youth had 
never heard of the MDGs. 
Even in developed 
countries, some have 
never heard of them. So 
many voices must be 
raised, and education and 
support must be provided 
toward a huge campaign 
on the MDGs and their 
potential impact. My 
voice reached millions of 
youth through the media, 
e-groups, seminars, and 
conferences.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Has your voice reached 
others? Join with me to 
make great strides toward 
the MDGs to reach them 
by 2015. 
 
By Leonard Boniface 
Founder- Teenage Life 
Programme 
LBM2015@Gmail.com  
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Niger river 
 

Through the window, I 
am looking at the Niger, 
whose brown-coloured 
water slowly passes under 
the sole bridge of 
Niamey. 
  
I had imagined it a bit 
differently, my second 
journey into this country. 
Coming back to Nancy 
last year, I was filled with 
lots of enthusiasm and 
ideas. During my studies, 
I considered several 
presentations as an 
occasion to deal a bit 
deeper with history, 
culture, politics and 
economics of West 
Africa. The highlight was 
without doubt the visit of 
our five Nigerian friends 
for the Eurocosmos week 
in Nancy. We held a 
common workshop about 
the relations between the 
European Union and 
Africa, discussed about  
 
 

 
 
 
 
the philosophy of 
development policy, the  
efficiency of European 
development aid in Niger 
and about hopes and 
dangers related to the 
Economic Partnership 
Agreements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While the other 
travellers from 
Afric@ction now are 
giving computer 
lessons, planting trees 
in a school and 
thinking about future 
projects, I am lying in 
my sick-bed disabled 
by a diarrhoea and 
fever. Time to think, 
time to pass in review. 

What am I actually 
searching for in this 
foreign country, where 
each day children ask 
me because of the 
couour of my skin, for 
a “cadeau” or for “100 
francs”?  
 

 

 

 

Aren’t there 
everywhere 
uncertainties and 
dangers around me? 
Can I drink this water, 
eat this mango? Do I 
still need to continue 
the malaria-profilaxis? 
Will I ever overcome 
this feeling of 
alienness? Could I 
really live and work in 
Africa such as I 
imagined and wished it 
before? Would I not 
also end up in the 
parallel world of 
embassies? Perhaps if I 
would dress myself as 
the people here, if I 
would change my 
Western clothes to a 
boubou. Perhaps if I 
would learn the local 
language and get to 
know the people until 
they get used to me. 
Perhaps as soon as I 
take some confidence 
in the food offered in 
the market and find 
some space for 
personal relief from the 
continuous community 
life. Perhaps because 
many children in fact 
are only curious and 
then happy if you are 
playing soccer with 
them. 

 

Living and working in Africa? Reflections of a European.  
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But am I ready for all 
these changes in my 
lifestyle? Do I want to 
renounce the advantages 
of a life in Germany and 
do I really want to be far 
from my family? Perhaps 
if I would find personal 
satisfaction in what I am 
doing here. Perhaps if I 
would  find here my 
profession, i.e. the 
possibility to combine the 
earning of a living with 
the pursuit of my personal 
ideals and objectives for 
the common good. 
 

But do I really find that 
in Africa? Did I have the 
right thoughts in Europe 
about Africa? Do the 
people here really need 
that much help as 
suggested by the pictures 
in television? Does the 
living together here not  
function in its own way, 
even if it seems -through  
Western glasses - to be 
poor? Is there any general 
idea about what  
 

development should be 
for which you can get 
engaged with good 
conscience? Perhaps if I 
set apart the idealisation 
of organisations and 
discover by myself, 
discussing with the people 
concerned. Such as I am 
currently happy to get 
medical care, other people 
probably have the same 
need. Such as I want to 
eat, all human beings 
need each day sufficient 
nourishment. Such as we 
are going to school, each 
boy and girl needs to have 
intellectual incentives for 
his or her personal 
development. Such as I 
am going to Niger, 
eventually many 
Nigerians would wish to 
discover other countries 
and cultures. Eventually 
we can pursue the 
objective of an 
ecologically and socially 
balanced economic 
growth, the philosophy of 
sustainable development. 
Isn’t our recycling project 
following this idea? To 
give young people work, 
the task to collect plastic 
waste, to transform it into  
 
paving stones and to sell 
it is actually a good idea. 

But what is there actually 
to help? Don’t the 
students of the Club 
UNESCO know their 
country much more then I 

do? Aren’t there 
uncounted local NGOs 
working on projects of all 
kind? Am I not 
superfluous, in the wrong 
place? Perhaps if I say 
goodbye to the stupid 
imagination of a pure 
transfer of knowledge 
from the “developed 
north” to the 
“underdeveloped south”. 
What we are doing 
between Afric@ction and 
the Club UNESCO is an 
exchange. The people of 
Acfric@ction bring 
computers and time and 
the members of the Club 
UNESCO show them 
their facilities and 
activities. The 
improvement of the 
quality of life needs to be 
invented everywhere 
newly. You can scoop 
from a worldwide pool of 
knowledge but in order to 
locally adapt technologies 
or rules you need creative 
people on the field. In 
order to make some 
positive change, you need 
to be integrated in a 
community.  

If you want to really 
understand, live and work 
in another country, you 
should become 
indigenous. Such as 
doctors, nurses and 
engineers from Africa live 
and work in Europe, it 
should be possible for a 
European to participate in 



��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	
	��
�������� ������ �	 �

the sustainable 
development of African 
communities. As an 
observer or visitor you 
can only support people 
of a community from 
outside. Or what do you 
think? 
 
 
Afric@ction is a student 
association of the French-
German undergraduate 
programme of Sciences Po 
Paris in Nancy. They 
cooperate with the Club 
UNESCO of the University 
Abdou Moumouni of the 
Nigerian capital Niamey 
and a nation-wide network 
of rural radios. Throughout 
the year, its members 
collect funds and materials 
such as computers and 
books. During summer 
vacation, some members 
spend a couple of weeks in 
Niger to carry out projects 
and to discover the country. 
For more information have 
a look at: 
www.africaction.fr  

By Pascal Renaud 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The issue of climate 
change is currently a 'hot' 
topic worldwide due to its 
effect on our daily lives 
both directly and 
indirectly. Currently in 
the Caribbean these 
effects have been more 
prevalent with the 
increase in the number of 
hurricanes and for areas 
outside of the region there 
has been the occurrence 
of changes in the weather 
pattern. To exacerbate the 
problem, the environment 
in which we all live 
continues to deteriorate 
due to the continuous 
negligence of man such as 
burning of fossil fuels 
releases excessive 
amounts of carbon 
dioxide into the 
atmosphere which creates 
a blanket over the earth 
also called 'Greenhouse 
effect'. With all  of the 
activities, the end result is 
warmer temperatures,  
melting of ice caps, floods 
etc. Its an on going 
domino effect. 
 

In April 2007, I had the 
opportunity of attending a  
workshop, on the small 
island of St. Vincent, with 
a focus on youth and 
climate change. It was an 
enlightening experience 
as I had the opportunity of 
working with 15 young 
people from across the 
Caribbean to learn and 
share our experiences 
with regards to climate 
change issues. The 
activities included energy 
audit education which 
involved visiting the 
neighbouring community 
and conducting a survey. 
Participants also got the 
opportunity to develop a 
simple business plan for a 
small business which 
focused on the sale of 
energy efficient 
appliances. 
Overall the experience 
was enlightening, fun and 
informative. We were 
able to collaborate our 
ideas and had interesting 
projects to present. We 
realized that as youth 
despite how small our 
impact might be we can 
still do something that can 
make a difference. My 
wish is that all young 
people develop an 
appreciation for our 
environment and wish to 
implement or contribute 
to change. 
By  
Tamoy-Singh 
 

The issue of climate change is currently… 
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Alex: 
“Lean on me, when 
you’re not strong, I’ll be 
your friend, I’ll help you 
carry on, coz it won’t be 
long till you’re going to 
need someone to lean on”�
Lyrics to Michael 
Bolton’s song lean on me 
still sounds clear in my 
head long after I had the 
wonderful opportunity to 
sing it karaoke with my 
wonderful World Youth 
Citizens friend Evelyn 
during her two-month 
stay in Nairobi during 
summer of 2007. Simple 
lyrics sang by an 
American 
singer/songwriter uniting 
friends from Europe and 
Africa reflecting a very 
fundamental essence 
needed to unite every one 
of us to make the world a 
better place, friendship. 
 
It was a wonderful 
reunion with my friend as 
it had been about two 
years since we last met in 
person in Karlsruhe 
during Schuelertage ’05 
where we had worked on  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a cross cultural 
photography exchange 
project between girls from 
our two countries titled 
‘Celebrating the Women 
in Our Lives’.  
Our project involved two 
teams of girls, from 
Karlsruhe and Kibera, and 
they were to take photos 
of women in their lives-
their families, their 
neighbourhood, their 
community-in their daily 
activities, capturing 
moments in their daily 
lives that make them 
unique in their own ways, 
and then combining the 
resulting images to 
celebrate them. 
 
From Kibera, we had 
seven adolescent girls 
from Binti Pamoja, an all 
girls program at the 
Carolina for Kibera 
(CFK) a non-
governmental 
organization that has 
sports, community service 
and health programs 
based jointly at the 
University of North 
Carolina Chapel Hill in 
the United States of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
America and Kibera in 
Kenya. Binti Pamoja 
creates a safe space for 
girls to meet and share 
primarily on issues 
pertaining to female�
adolescent reproductive 
health. This is the group 
that I coordinated. Evelyn 
coordinated another group 
from the proud hometown 
of Schuelertage, 
Karlsruhe. 
 
The resulting images 
highlighting the 
similarities and 
differences of women in 
both countries were very 
well received in both 
countries and we had a 
wonderful exhibition 
during Schuelertage 05. 
The images also made a 
mini tour in several 
locations. The girls who 
participated did not get a 
chance to meet in person 
and that was a motivating 
factor for Evelyn to make 
the trip to Kenya after 
finishing her A-levels.  
 
It was a pleasure to have 
hosted Evelyn in Nairobi 
and to see the interaction 


�
�%�������������	$�������������������������������
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In 2004 during the inaugural Schuelertage, WYC members Evelyn Schnauder from Germany and 
Alex Kamweru from Kenya met and became friends. They committed to undertake a joint 
photographic exchange project for Schuelertage 2005. Following the successful photography 
exchange which culminated in several exhibitions, Evelyn and Alex reflect on their input as World  
YouthCitizens  
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she had with the girls 
from Binti Pamoja. 
Looking back 3 years ago, 
I could have never 
imagined that we would 
have come this far and 
had the impact we had, 
uniting our countries and 
cultures through 
photography. We have 
become a uniting factor 
between our families, 
communities, cultures and 
countries by just being 
friends.  
 
After singing karaoke to 
Michael Bolton’s Lean on 
me that night, we now 
understand and know 
more than ever before that 
we can lean on each other, 
we need to if we must 
impact our generation to 
make a change for the 
better. 
�

 
Evelyn: 
�
It’s now three weeks since 
I got Alex’ text. I guess I 
read the lines a hundred 
times or more. In 
September when I still 
was in Kenya, we already 
decided to write 
something for the World 
Youth Citizens Magazine 
and that we both write our 
own part and then bring 
together the two pieces. 
And now, almost two 
months after being back 
from Kenya, I don’t know 

what to write in addition 
to the lines above, 
because actually there is 
nothing more to say… 
�
When we sang “Lean on 
me” that night in Nairobi, 
the jury gave us a very 
bad evaluation, because 
we just screamed and 
shouted and laughed into 
the microphone and all 
five of us sang completely 
off key. To the jury and 
the listeners it was very 
clear, that we couldn’t be 
the winners of the 
competition. But what 
they didn’t know, no 
matter who won karaoke 
that night, and no matter 
how off key we sang the 
melody of Michael 
Bolton’s “Lean on me” – 
we did it with the very 
deep belief that what we 
sang was true and that 
there was real friendship 
between us, that was able 
to carry us, to hold us and 
to unite our families.��
�
After bringing together 
girls from Kenya and 
Germany in 2004/2005 
with the Kenyan-German 
Photo exchange, we want 
to continue and involve 
even more friends from a 
third country. Together 
with an additional group 
from Turkey, we are 
planning and developing a 
Kenyan-German-Turkish 
dialogue based on 
different arts. We want to 

create friendship and 
understanding between 
our cultures and our 
countries, to be able to 
learn from each other and 
to lean on each other.  
 
Walking through Kibera-
Slum, Alex and I once 
talked about friendship 
and about the following 
allegory: “Life is like a 
train ride. We get on, we 
ride, we get off. Once we 
are aboard we meet a lot 
of people; good people, 
bad people, interesting 
people. Some of them will 
board our train just for 
one station and then leave 
and we will never see 
them again. Some of them 
will board and sit next to 
us for a while but then 
change the compartment. 
And some of them will 
just stay with us until our 
train arrives at the last 
stop. Some of them we 
will forget quickly, some 
of them we will keep in 
mind for a while and 
some of them will touch 
our heart and stay there 
forever. Anyone of these 
travel companions can 
have a weak moment and 
be in need of our help.” 
To know in such a 
moment, that there is 
someone you can lean on 
is an impressive feeling.  
 
I know that the family and 
friends I found in Kenya 
will always be travel  
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companions even if their 
own train takes another 
line, but our lines will 
meet again and again. 
And every time we’ll 
meet, there will be 
friendship, understanding, 
joy and trust. I wish 
everybody can find a 
second place to call home, 
like I did in Kenya. And 
this is what I hope and 
wish for all World Youth 
Citizens. May the network 
be strong enough to give 
everyone the feeling of 
home and friendship 
within the big WYC 
family. May the lines of 
our trains always meet 
again and may there be 
friendship, trust, 
understanding and joy 
between us and our 
countries so that we can 
bring our generations 
together 

and share our ideas and 
our future in peace.  
 
By 
Evelyn Schnauder and 
 Alex Kaweru 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s  great Alex . 
Is Michael Bolton there? 
Can we too come with 
you  ? 

umm … 
Why youth are 
citizens of the 
World? Old people 
are also? 
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  Get a Traditional  Hand-Made  African Cloths and support the action 
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I love solitude because it 
feeds my inspiration. But 
this inspiration only has 
direction when I’m not on 
my own to conjugate it.  
 
My fragile appearance is 
only a reflection of the 
strength of my spirit that 
cannot be broken but 
remains on guard. 
 
A solitary cavalier? 
 
No, I would say an advocate 
of justice. But administer 
justice to what? Against 
what? 
 
To aspired or imposed 
silence, to neglected or 
stifled ideas, to accustomed 
or favored inactivism. 
 
But my battle for 
development will only be 
victorious with the 
awareness of each person, 
with a person’s change in 
mentality toward innovative 
activism and with progress 
by the consideration of 
serious and concrete aspects 
leading to sustainable 
development. 
 
But what sustainable 
development? 
That of my dream in the 
making. 
 

Awaken the conscience of 
youth to the creation of 
innovative businesses in 
order to favor the 
eradication of poverty by 
creating jobs.  
 
But by what means? 
By the means to make the 
first step with the”moyen du 
bord”(with just what we 
have) 
 
I had a dream of an Africa 
where the Right of men and 
women, Peace and Work 
promoted a social stability 
necessary for a durable 
expansion of an 
environment favorable to 
everyone. 
 
I had a dream of an Africa 
where its testimony creates 
the example of successful 
sustainable development. 
 
But when I woke up, I 
realized it was only a dream. 
 
But a dream that awakens 
my conscience to be aware 
that it is time for all youth to 
wake up, to roll up their 
sleeves and make this dream 
a reality. 
 
Poem written by Serge 
IPANTHIAR 
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Getting down from my fire truck, I’m told 
the Earth is burning. 
So I watch to get a better look. 
I see black smoke. 
I ask myself whether it is my house that is 
burning. 
But I can’t see well because I realize that I 
have lost my glasses. 
Wait…, I have an idea, I’ll call my 
neighbour who is a banker who seeks 
better than I. 
But my neighbour only looks to assure 
himself that it isn’t his house that’s 
burning, preferring to help me after he has 
verified the last stock market prices of the 
day. 
So I go to see my neighbour the optician to 
make me new glasses so I can see better.  
My neighbour, knowing that I am a good 
client and aware that this is an opportunity 
to make himself a good deal, takes out his 

new collection of glasses and offers me the 
3rd pair free if I buy 2 pairs. 
No thanks, I only need one pair.  
 
Happy to have nonetheless made his first 
sale after a long period of …., he offers me 
the second pair free next time I make a 
purchase. 
 
Proud to have gotten my new glasses, I run 
out to look again to see if it was my house 
that was burning. It’s then that I realize 
that everything has burned, my house, the 
houses of my neighbours, everything 
except my fire truck. 
 
 
Written by Serge IPANTHIAR ��������������������������
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June 2006 
 
June 2007 was a very 
busy month for YMPNV. 
From the 1st – 5th, 
YMPNV participated in a 
Tree Planting Exercise in 
conjunction with Life – 
Link Friendship Schools. 
This activity led to 24,000 
trees being planted in the 
hills of Freetown to 
improve the environment 
and appearance of the 
city. In the same month, 
the National Director, 
Alpha Amadu Jalloh, 
attended the Glasgow 
Civicus Conference to 
promote Sierra Leonean 
products and materials. 
Mr. Jalloh took examples 
of Sierra Leonean 
handicraft products to 
display and to attract 
tourists, investors and 
buyers. From 14th- 15th 
YMPNV led a Human 
Rights Training for Street 
Youths. This vital training 
was conducted through a 
two day workshop and 
was very successful. June 
also saw the completion  
 
 

 
 
 
of the transfer of all the 
agricultural tools and 
seeds to the Magbeni 
community, where 
YMPNV was involved in 
an agricultural project. 
The 30th of June saw the 
launching of a fishing 
project in Tombo which is 
on-going.  
 
July  
 
From the 8th – 11th of 
July, a facility study was 
conducted for possible 
fishing activities in 
Mabela. Also during this 
month, Youth Movement 
for Peace & Non-
Violence also distributed 
many computers to five 
schools. These schools 
included the Government 
Model School in 
Ahmadiyya, Rokel and St 
Edwards, all of which are 
located in Freetown.   
In Moyamba district, the 
NESPE School was also 
involved. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
August 
 
From the 1st to the 20th, a 
concerted clearing effort 
was conducted in Devil 
Hole Community in order 
to later plant cassava to 
feed 1,500 people.  
 
September 
 
In September, YMPNV 
donated a number of 
materials to the Devil 
Hole Community School. 
These materials included 
cement, zinc, books and 
blackboards that can be 
used to further the 
education of the children 
in this impoverished area.  
 
October 
 
YMPNV represented 
Sierra Leone at an 
exhibition of arts and craft 
products in Germany. 
This exhibition was very 
successful at 
demonstrating that Sierra 
Leone has many 
traditional products that 
are beautiful and 
marketable.  
 

�!!����� ��
Annual Report June 2006 – 2007 for Youth Movement for 

Peace & Non-Violence (YMPNV) 
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November 2006 
 
The Director of YMPNV 
conducted in – house 
training of new YMPNV 
members on the issue of 
peace and non-violence so 
as to ensure that staff 
retained its level of 
professionalism and 
knowledge.  
 
March 2007 
 
This month saw the 
arrival of an intern from 
one of YMPNV’s many 
partner organizations, the 
United Nations Student 
Association, based in 
Brisbane, Australia. This 
intern, Sharon Edington, 
was the successor to 
Dylan Tovey, the very 
successful intern from 
2004.  
 
From March to May 
2007, the YMPNV 
charged Sharon with the 
responsibility of 
compiling a list of donor 
organizations that can be 
sourced for funds, as well 
as sending out initial 
inquiry letters to ten of 
these organizations with a 
view to providing them 
with one of the two 
project proposals she 
wrote. The first of these 
project proposals is for 
her initiative, the 
Employment and Skills 
Development Network, 
and the second was for 

the Non-Violence in 
Election Campaign which 
was accepted by the  
National Democratic 
Institute. Sharon 
additionally did many 
administrative tasks like 
editing and restructuring 
YMPNV documents, the 
YMPNV brochure and 
filing.  
 
May – July 2007 
 
During this period, 
YMPNV is dedicating 
itself almost entirely to 
the successful completion 
of the Non-Violence in 
Election Campaign 
funded by the National 
Democratic Institute in 
the Kambia district. This 
will include four 
workshops to train 
community leaders as 
well as leaders of 
women’s and youth 
groups in peace and non-
violence, as well as the 
importance of elections 
and civic responsibility. 
These leaders will then 
conduct several events 
like soccer games and 
cultural shows in order to 
attract a wide range of 
audiences and use these 
events to spread the 
message they received in 
the training workshops.  
 
By 
Alpha Amadou Jallo 
http://www.ympnv.org/ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Excecutive 
board 
 
The first executive board 
was been elected in 
February 2007. Its 
mission is to represent 
WYC, to develop the 
network and to coordinate 
its different activities. 
They meet each first 
Sunday of the month. If 
you want to get to know 
its structure and its 
members, just have a look 
below : 
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President: 
João Felipe Scarpelini�

�
  Vice president: 
Robert Watt 

 

 
 

Communication Department                                   

      
Magazine editor                   Magazine editor T. Serge Ipanthiar 
Madelaine Hamilton 
 

Newsletter editors:                     Project and membership Department 

                 
Nina Perkowski      Sophie Hinger                 Pascal Renaud                           Sophie Burger 

 

Membership coordinator:               

        
Tamo Nguemkam Violette Claire 

Marketing, Public Relations 
and 
Fundraising Departement 

                   
Marketing and Public  
relations coordinator: 

Padma-DolmaYasmin Fielitz 
 

 
Financial coordinator:  

Gaby Mavila 
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